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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

Weare, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


Will & Baumer Candle Co., Inc. 


405 Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, all 
gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father Kuenzle 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect especially 
on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the 
Holy Father as an herbalist. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address: Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 








Watch the date on your magazine! It indicates the month 
and the year to which your subscription is paid, If it reads ‘Mar. 
25,” your subscription expired with the Mar., 1925 issue; if “April 
25,” it expires with this issue. If your remittance reaches us 10 days 
or so before the magazine goes forward we will probably be unable 
to change the date on that issue; but the advanced date to which your 
subscription is paid will appear on the following number. 


To avoid the loss of your magazine, kindly notify us of your 
change of address not later than the 15th of the month and send 
both OLD and NEW address. 


We must warn our kind readers not to send money in coins 
or bills placed loose in letters, as it is decidedly unsafe. Whenever 
possible, send remittance by Money Order, Check or Draft made 
payable to Mother M. Dolorosa. 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Published monthly: in English and in German under the direction of Rev. P. 
Lukas, O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 


Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada Ireland and England $1.25 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at Clyde, 
Mo., under the A@ of Congress of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing at 
special rate of poftage provided for in section 1103, A& of Oa. 3, 1917, author- 
ized, July 17, 1918. 








Premiums for NEW Subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


Choose One Premium 
a es es 


For One New A highly blest small cocoa rosary and a gilt Jubilee 
Subscription Medal of St. Benedict. The magnificent picture of 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, size 16 x 22. 

A beautiful picture of the Holy Christ of Limpias, size 16 x 21 or 16 x 25. 








a 


For Two New The “Golden Book,” a complete prayer-book dedicated 





Subscriptions to the Heavenly Mother and containing the treatise of 
Blessed de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary,” red 
edges, cloth binding, 448 pages. A beautiful picture, “Death of St. Joseph,” 
size 15 x 22. 





ee 


For Three New “The Blessed Virgin Library” — A veritable Treasure 
Subscriptions House of precious jewels —- Eight most charming and 
inspiring booklets in honor of Our Lady. “The Last 
Supper,” size 19x32; the original is considered the greatest masterpiece of 
Christian Art; this picture should be in every home. 








ee 


For Four New “The Golden Book,” leather binding, red edges; a 
Subscriptions complete prayer-book, containing the treatise of BI. 
de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary.” 




















2a 
For Six New A highly blest Jubilee medal of St. Benedict, heavily 
Subscriptions gold plated, on chain or on a bar. A fine gold chain 

rosary, warranted 10 years. 

a es es 
For Ten New An artistic oval bead, gold chain rosary, warranted 
Subscriptions 10 years. 

CDODO 


Dear reader, try to secure for yourself one or more of these beautiful pre- 
miums by gaining new subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” You will 
feel well repaid for your efforts, and in addition you perform a God-pleasing work 
which He will once generously reward in eternity. 





O thou Mother! fount of love! 
Touch my spirit from above, 
Make my heart with thine accord; 
Make me feel as thou hast felt; 


Make my soul to glow and melt 
With the love of Christ my Lord. 


Holy Mother! pierce me through 
In my heart each wound renew 
Of my Savior Crucified; 
Let me share with thee His pain, 
Who for all my sins was slain, 
Who for me in torments died. 











Tabernacle and Purgatory 








A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. Francis Gilfillan, D. D. 
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The Holy Eucharist and Christian 
Charity am 


q,N the early ages of Holy Church, the priest 
called out three admonitions to the Christians 
before he distributed Holy Communion. One of 
these was, Have nothing against any one. St. 
Paul, the teacher of nations, shows us that the 
summit of Christian perfection consists in charity 
Love is the fulfilling of the law (Rom. xiii. 10). Christian 
charity is the daughter or sister of the love of God, and in 
these two kinds of love centers our heaven of perfection. The 
more we love God, the more we love our neighbor; and the 
more we love our neighbor, the more we wish to assist him 
according to our power and ability. 

St. Catherine of Siena says: “Our love of God must be 
manifested by works of charity toward our neighbor. God 
Himself is not within our reach; that is, we cannot do an act 
of charity to Him directly, but it is His will that we do the 
service to our neighbor.” 
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“This is My commandment, that you love one another as 
I have loved you” (John xv. 12). When did Jesus speak these 
words? After the institution of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
after administering Holy Communion. He began “to do and 
to teach;” therefore our Divine Savior accomplished the supreme 
work of love for us before He gave the commandment of 
love, and the commandment itself He taught whilst performing 
an action of so humble love; the washing of the apostles’ feet, 
that St. Peter was lost in utter amazement. The act of love 
on the part of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament consists in His 
giving His own Person without reserve, to become the food of 
our souls. This surrender, which is accomplished at every 
Consecration of bread and wine into the Flesh and Blood of 
Christ, is a true sacrifice before God, and is as precious in His 
sight as the surrender to the work of Redemption on the 
Cross, because it is accomplished with the same love. 

In Holy Communion, Christ wishes to impart the fruits of 
Redemption personally to each individual soul. Not only to 
intimate and worthy friends like the apostles at the Last Supper 
does He give Himself as Food, but to everyone who comes to 
His table. He makes no distinction between prince and beg- 
gar; He does not regard beauty, education or riches; He does 
not search the previous life and merits of the communicant, nor 
does He remember the sins of his past life if only they have 
been cancelled by penance. He comes to each soul with all His 
merits and gifts; He comes with a love so tender and so great 
as only His Divinely-human Heart can contain; and in spite of 
all the coldness, indifference, contempt, irreverence and insults 
of which men make themselves guilty against this Holy Sac- 
rament, He does not withdraw the Legacy of His Love. Behold! 
this magnanimous example of love is effected day by day before 
our eyes; we experience it in our own person, we perceive it 
in our soul at each Holy Communion. Through Holy Com- 
munion, our Divine Savior wishes to unite all the faithful; 
therefore He invites them to a Banquet of which He Himself 
is the Host and the Food. In astonishment St. Augustine 
exclaims: “O Sacrament of mutual-love! O sign of unity! O 
bond of Christian charity!” 

Oh, the lessons of charity imparted by the Holy Eucharist! 
Through the frequent reception of Holy Communion our love 
of God and of our neighbor should grow more and more. But 
let us not forget that we are commanded to love also our 
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enemies who have offended us. Pious souls often find it 
difficult to forgive a slight offense! It may, at times, seem a 
very great sacrifice even for saints to love their enemies, but 
in the Holy Eucharist they find strength. “I can do all things 
in Him who strengtheneth me” (Phil. iv. 13). “Love your 
enemies; do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that persecute and calumniate you” (Matt. v. 44). Let us never 
forget that there is nothing which deprives us of the precious 
graces at Holy Communion so much as lack of charity toward 
those with whom we live, and the poor and sick. 


; ; 


Eucharistic Miracles 





™ CERTAIN priest was grievously tempted in re 
™ gard to the real presence of our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament. In this sore trial he con- 
fidently implored the assistance of the Blessed 
Virgin to whom he had a special devotion, and 
with tears entreated her to deliver him from 
this torturing temptation. One morning while he was again 
offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Sacred Host suddenly 
vanished after the Pater Noster. The frightened priest stood 
helpless and disconsolate. But lo! the Heavenly Mother pre- 
sents herself before him, bearing in her arms her Divine Child, 
and addresses the priest with these words which instantly 
dispel all fear and sorrow: “Behold Him whom I have borne; 
Him whom thou hast consecrated, hast held in thy hands and 
hast shown to the people; Him, whose Body thou receivest at 
the altar, and whose Precious Blood thou drinkest. See! I 
place Him again in thy hands that thou mayest devoutly 
receive Him.” ; 

No sooner had Mary given him the Divine Child, than It 
was instantly transformed into the form of the Sacred Host. 
The priest then received It with profoundest reverence, and 
from that happy moment, not the least doubt troubled his 
mind. 





The Glittering Chalice in a Luminous Circle 


St. Thomas of Villanova relates: “A converted Jew who 
was on his deathbed, sent his servant with the earnest petition 
that I might come to him without delay, as he feared death 
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overtake him before he had confided to me an important 
matter. 

“*T was still a child,’ he said, ‘and had not yet forsaken 
the Jewish religion. With a companion I was travelling on foot 
to carry out a commission of my father’s. Although we both 
were very young, nevertheless we conversed on the way about 
the Messiah whose coming we still expected. We spoke with 
great animation on the subject, and expressed our ardent 
desire that the Messiah would be born in our own day, so 
that our eyes should have the happiness of seeing Him. The 
longer we conversed the more ardent became our longing to 
behold the Messiah, when suddenly, at the hour of twilight, 
a wonderful brightness illuminated one whole side of the 
heavens. I had frequently heard my father say, that whenever 
I saw the heavens so bright I should immediately ask the 
Lord for a favor. This advice of my father came to my mind, 
and we both knelt down and asked God to deign to show us 
the Messiah, the object of our longing. 

“During this prayer, we saw in the center of a luminous 
circle, a glittering chalice and a Host above it, such as the 
Christians adore in their churches. At first, this miraculous 
sign frightened us, but soon we were wonderfully re-assured 
and encouraged; we realized that this was the Messiah whom 
our ardent desires had constrained to come unto us. From 
that moment Faith entered our hearts, and we thanked God 
that he had deigned to reveal to us the truth. After my 
return home I concealed the miraculous occurrence from my 
father from fear of his anger. Soon, however, I made prep- 
arations to receive holy baptism and entered the Church. I 
do not know what became of my companion.’” 


t t ; 


St. Werner, a Youthful Martyr 





3) T. Werner was born in the town of Wammerath, 
Diocese of Treves, Germany, of poor but pious par- 
ents. Even as a child he had so compassionate a 
heart that he gave all his pennies to the poor. 
Early in life he distinguished himself through 
profound humility, angelic purity and such piety and fear of 
the Lord, that he won the admiration and love of all except 








Saint Werner 


his stepfather, who was so cruel and heartless toward him 
that the boy was forced to hire himself out to Christians and 
Jews alike to earn his daily bread. Werner received the Sacra- 
ments frequently and with great fervor. 

The solemn festival of Easter, 1287, was drawing near. 
The Jews of that vicinity were planning a sacrilegious deed. 
On Holy Thursday, after Werner had received Holy Commun- 
ion, a Jew coaxed him into his house under pretext that he 
needed someone to shovel earth out of his cellar. Scarcely 
had Werner entered the cellar, when several Jews fell upon 
him, tore off his clothing, and hanged him up by the feet 
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head downwards. They knew that he had received the Sacred 
Host shortly before, and believed in this manner he would be 
forced to eject It, intending then to vent their rage on the 
Sacred Species. When they did not attain their object, they 
scourged the youth most cruelly, then severed his arteries with 
a knife, and let him bleed to death. This occurred on April 
3, 1287. 

A Christian woman who was in the house and saw what 
was being done, informed the chief magistrate of the cruel 
deed, but the Jews bribed him with money to keep it a secret. 
During the night the murderers took the corpse to a ship to 
sail up toward Mayence, there to bury it in some lonely 
spot. But they did not go so far as they had intended, and 
cast the remains not far from Bacharach in a hollow over- 
grown with shrubs. On the following night, sentinels in a castle 
saw a bright light on the spot. They searched the place, found 
the maltreated body of the youthful martyr and made legal 
announcement. Soon the identity of the cruelly martyred boy 
was established, and it was made public how he had been 
martyred out of hatred for the Blessed Sacrament. He was 
reverently laid to rest in the chapel of St. Cunibert, now in 
ruins, near Bacharach. God glorified his tomb with many 
miracles which were. legally investigated and approved by 
Holy Church. Two beautiful churches were erected to his © 
memory; one of them now in ruins, was completed as early as 
1293, six years after his death. These two monuments prove 
that the youth really died a martyr at the hands of the Jews. 

St. Werner is usually represented with a ciborium, a palm 
and a pruning knife. May the dear little child-martyr obtain 
for us the grace to suffer something for our Blessed Lord in 
the Sacrament of His Love. 


$ ¢ $ 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 
Will help and encourage you to make use of the wonderful priv- 
ilege granted to our age. Explains by means of questions and 
answers the requisites for frequent Communion. Practical 
suggestions — Communion Mass. 5 cents each 


Come, Let us Adore! 
Two hours of adoration extracted from the ‘‘Adoration Book of the 
Bl. Sacrament.” 1. Praise of the Loving Heart of Jesus. 2. Atone- 
ment to the Outraged Heart of Jesus. ro cts. 
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The Scourging of Our Lord 





=| EAR the site of the ancient temple in Jerusalem, 
there now towers an immense, irregular compli- 
cation of buildings, the barracks for the militia 
On this site, at the time of our Lord, stood the 
famous Fortress Antonia, partly stronghold, 
partly barracks, partly a princely residence. 
Here the Roman Governor resided when he came from 
his palace in Caesarea to the celebration of the Jewish 
festivals. On these occasions, when hundreds of thousands 
thronged the city of Jerusalem, the Jews, who despised and 
rebelled against the oppressing yoke of the Romans, welcomed 
the opportunity for open revolt. Therefore, at such times the 
Roman Governor generally occupied the strong Fortress 
Antonia, near the temple. It was there that Pilate had taken 
up his residence before that memorable Paschal festival, when 
the Jews brought our Divine Savior to him. There, a main 
part of the scenes of the Passion took place: the great trial 
before the heathen governor. There, from primitive times, the 
Christians venerated the sacred spots where the Son of God 
was scourged and crowned with thorns. 

The place of the scourging of our Lord was outside the 
court of Pilate, either in a courtyard, or in one of the outer 
halls surrounding the courthouse. Formerly the ancient church 
of the scourging stood near the above mentioned bar- 
racks. As years passed on, the church became so dilapi- 
dated, that Count Maximilian of Bavaria, while on a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land in 1838, erected a spacious chapel in its 
place. In peaceful seclusion it stands on a small plot separated 
from the street by a wall. Though it presents a humble 
exterior, the interior is all the more attractive and devotional. 
The windows are draped with a red tissue so that a soft, 
dimmed light is diffused through the entire space. Below the 
high altar is a round opening in the ground, indicating the 
spot where the pillar of scourging once stood. Costly oil lamps 
burn over the spot, and bouquets of fresh flowers decorate the 
space around, once hallowed by the Savior’s Blood. On the 
front of the altar are inscribed the words of the Psalmist 
referring to the Savior: I have been scourged all the day, and 
my chastisement hath been in the morning (Ps. Ixxii. 14.) 
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There, the love of Christian hearts still venerates the excru- 
ciating suffering which the Son of God endured for us in the 
bloody scourging. 


Fearful Torture 


The scourging was a fearful torture. The Evangelists 
do not describe it, for at that time, people knew only too well 
what was meant by it. Since our Lord was scourged by order 
of the Roman Governor, He was scourged according to Roman 
custom, not according to Jewish custom. With the Romans, 
the scourging was either a separate punishment for a series 
of misdeeds not punishable by death, or it formed the inex- 
orable prelude to the crucifixion. We know that Pilate had 
Jesus scourged and then intended to release Him. Although 
in later times, during the persecutions of the Christians, pris- 
oners of war, rebels and Christians who were brought before 
the tribunals of justice, were condemned to the torment of 
the scourging, still, it was originally intended as a pun- 
ishment only for slaves outside the pale of the law. He 
who had once been touched by the Roman scourge, was for- 
ever defamed and branded. 

The condemned criminal was fastened to a low pillar and 
made to lean over the top, with bare back exposed to the 
shower of violent blows; or, the criminal was drawn full length 
against a tall column so that his toes scarcely touched the 
ground, and his arms, neck and feet were securely fastened 
to the column, leaving him absolutely defenseless. 

The scourges themselves, consisted of braided leather 
straps, to the end of which were fastened hooks or leaden 
balls with prongs. Imagine such an instrument in the hands 
of brutal executioners, accustomed to barbarity, and you will, 
to some extent, understand the awful punishment of the 
scourging. Therefore the Jewish law forbade that the number 
of stripes exceed forty, the Romans sixty-six. Despite the 
small number of stripes, we learn from history that many 
victims died from the effects of the scourging or were confined 
to bed for a long time after. The fearful manner in which 
the scourging was often performed, we learn from an account 
written by the Christians of Smyrna, which states that the 
martyrs were scourged till the veins, arteries and even their 
entrails could be seen. 




















“The Wicked Have Wrought upon My Back’”’ 


It was to a torture like this, that the Incarnate Word 
submitted in the scourging. Hundreds of years previous, the 
prophets, in plaintive words, had described these terrible 
sufferings of the Messiah. “The wicked have wrought upon 
my back, they have lengthened their iniquity” (Ps. cxxviii. 3). 
And the Prophet Isaias says: “There is no beauty in Him, 
nor comeliness: ... despised, and the most abject of men; a 
man of sorrows... and His look, as it were hidden... He 
hath borne our infirmities, and carried our sorrows: and we 
have thought Him, as it were, a leper, and as one struck by 
God and afflicted” (Is. liii. 2-4). 

From various circumstances, we may conclude that the 
scourging of our Savior was especially painful and cruel. 
Through the awful agony and bloody sweat on Mount Olivet 
and the barbarous treatment which He had already receivec, 
our Lord was completely exhausted, and for this reason was. 
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all the more susceptible to pain. Moreover, Pilate’s view was 
to have our innocent Savior maltreated to such an extent that 
the Jews, at the mere sight of Him, would be touched with 
compassion and would willingly let Him free; therefore he 
undoubtedly ordered a more cruel scourging. And if our Savior 
amid the cruel martyrdom manifested the greatest meekness 
and patience, it only served to drive the barbarous executioners 
to mad frenzy. Finally, we must not forget that Satan, who 
had induced Judas to betray Jesus, also incited His tormentors 
to the greatest brutality. 

Rev. Meschler, in his book, The Life of Jesus, describes the 
scourging in the following manner: “It can easily be imagined 
with what feelings of natural horror and dread our poor 
Savior approached that awful pillar of flaggellation, and how 
painful to His sense of modesty was the shameless stripping 
of His garments. Ropes were then tied to His wrists, His face 
turned toward the pillar, His Body drawn upward and tied 
fast. And now, the strokes of rods and scourges fall with a 
heavy, hissing sound, upon His back and shoulders. The flesh 
becomes inflamed and swollen; stripes, red and brown appear. 
The skin bursts, first in small rents, then furrows open, ever 
deeper and longer; the flesh gives way and the blows fall upon 
the bared ribs and bones. Blood spurts out which flows in 
rivulets and soon forms streams, until the whole Body is 
bathed therein, the filthy courtyard sprinkled therewith, and 
pools formed at the foot of the pillar. And oh! the pain! First 
broad and dull and crushing, then sharp and piercing, it 
penetrates like fire and salt to all His limbs, and bores into 
His Soul; it presses tears from His eyes and soft moans and 
sighs from His lips. Ah, how this Heart must have cried to 
heaven, and these eyes turned to the Father in supplication! But 
the lashes continue, and Wounds and Blood and burning pains 
until the lacerated Victim threatens to succumb to the torture. 

“When our Savior was untied after the scourging, He must 
have sunk to the ground wholly exhausted from loss of Blood 
and the violence of pain. Alas! there upon the cold, hard 
ground, lay the Lord of the Universe, bathed in His own 
Blood! No hand is stretched out to help Him; no eye looks 
with compassion upon Him. For three years He Himself had 
gone about Judea bestowing blessings and favors, had poured 
comfort into wounded hearts, given health and strength to the 
sick; but now no one cares for Him. Painfully, Jesus reaches 
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out for His clothes to cover His mangled shoulders and limbs. 
What the Prophet Isaias in his time, said of the kingdom of 
Juda, can be literally applied to God’s Incarnate Son: From the 
sole of the foot unto the top of the head, there is no soundness 
therein: wounds and bruises and swelling sores (Is. i. 6). 


Cause of Our Savior’s Scourging 


Let us ask ourselves at the heartrending sight of the 
scourging: “Why did the Son of God suffer such dreadful 
torments? The sins of the world are the only cause. We 
may say, a threefold deluge purified the earth, the first a 
deluge of water wherein all mankind, except Noe and those 
who were with him in the ark, perished by water on account 
of its wickedness. The second was a deluge of fire, which 
destroyed the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha and the whole 
surroundings. It was a region to be compared with the earthly 
paradise, so beautiful and charming; but the people who lived 
there committed the most shameful vices, so that a rain of 
fire and brimstone swept them from the face of the earth. 
The third, finally, was a deluge of blood, which took place 
during the bitter Passion of our Lord and Savior, wherein 
with His own infinitely Precious Blood, not mankind, but their 
sins and vices were inundated and annihilated. 

“It was, above all, one sin for which our Divine Savior 
endured the cruel scourging: that sin, of which the Apostle 
says it should not even be named among Christians. Alas! 
through this shameful sin many people desecrate their body 
and draw the living temple of the Holy Ghost into the mire. 
Oh, that they would kneel down in spirit before our Divine 
Savior bathed in His Blood at the foot of the pillar, —I should 
think they would then lose all pleasure in sinful lusts. 
Christians of every age and rank have found in the meditation 
of the scourging of the God-Man, the courage for those 
difficulties and sacrifices, necessary to combat victoriously 
against our lower inclinations and passions.” 

No punishment of Divine Justice mentioned in Sacred 
Scripture exemplifies with such awful clearness what the sin 
of impurity is in God’s eyes as the cruel scourging of Jesus 
Christ. Every lash that descended upon the innocent Body of 
the Savior, reminds the Christian most emphatically of the 
words of Holy Writ: “Fornicators shall have their portion in 
the pool burning with fire and brimstone” (Apoc. xxi. 8). To 
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preserve mankind from this awful misfortune, Jesus submitted 
to the scourging. If, during the first three centuries of the 
Christian era, countless martyrs shed their blood for the 
Faith, if they were mangled by wild beasts, or if their flesh 
was torn from their bodies with iron hooks and pincers; if 
weak maidens like heroes ascended the funeral pile — it was 
Christ, Who by His bloody scourging, had merited the necessary 
strength for them. This long line of martyrs is headed by 
the apostles who, in Jerusalem, were led before the council 
and scourged. But they rejoiced, Holy Scripture tells us, that 
they were deemed worthy to suffer for the Name of Jesus. 

Finally, by this torture, our Divine Savior shows us how 
we should treat our body. Our body belongs to God; He is 
its Master and it must serve Him though it should thereby 
lose its strength and beauty. “I beseech you, brethren, by 
the mercy of God, that you present your bodies a living sac- 
rifice” (Rom. xii. 1). This we do if we offer to God our daily 
fatigues and labors, if we mortify ourselves by the faithful 
observance of the commandment of fast and abstinence, if we 
bear our bodily pains and sufferings in the spirit of resigna- 
tion for love of God. 


Aree 


The Shrine of Shrines 


Holy Church sanctions the pious custom of burning blessed candles at 
shrines. Candles are often burned in thanksgiving for favors received, to 
petition special graces, or to honor our Lord and His Blessed Mother. 

Here in our Adoration Chapel is the Shrine of shrines, the throne of the 
living God, whereon our Divine Savior in the Holy Eucharist is exposed as 
on His seat of mercy day and night. At what more fitting shrine can we 
place a candle to show our thanks? Where will a lighted candle plead our 
cause for favors more efficaciously than here before the compassionate Heart 
of Jesus? 

The burning of candles is the emblem of love, of the sacrificial love of 
the faithful for the Holy Eucharist. Wherever the Blessed Sacrament is ex- 
posed, not less than twelve, but preferably twenty wax candles should burn. 

What a touching act of faith and love to have candles burned during 
these holy days preceding Easter! How pleasing to our risen Savior to have 
candles burned in memory of the forty days he remained with us on earth 
until His glorious ascension! How powerful is the burning candle as a silent 
petition at any time whether for our own benefit or for our dear departed! 

In our Adoration Chapel the Sacred Host is exposed continually day and 
night. A wax candle will be burned one whole day and one whole night 
upon the altar before the Blessed Sacrament exposed for an offering of 50 
cents; one whole week for $3.50; one whole month for $12.00. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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More Prayer! 





Banish Weariness and Sadness by Prayer 


4 HEN St. Clement Hofbauer was a little boy, he once 
mm visited some friends where he heard the expression: 
“Oh, I don’t know how to pass the time!” On 
4a returning home, little Clement told his mother and 
asked, “Mother, why don’t they pray ?” 

A certain priest meeting a shepherd boy who watched 
his sheep on a secluded mountain side, questioned the lad: 
“Doesn’t the time seem tedious to you in this lonely place?” 

“Tedious,” exclaimed the child, “not at all! On the con- 
trary the day passes quickly.” 

When asked how he made the time seem short, the little 
shepherd answered: “I am occupied the whole day; but my 
work is invisible. I often repeat the ‘Our Father,’ and in this 
intercourse with the good God the time passes very quickly.” 

“Who taught you this?” inquired the priest, deeply edified. 

“My dear, pious mother,” replied the boy. 

If time seems long or tedious to anyone, let him take this 
little boy as his model. 

Ill-humored and irritable persons especially would do well 
to pray frequently during the day. They would then become 
agreeable and happy, for prayer banishes sadness of mind 
and makes one cheerful. Therefore St. James the apostle 
says, “Is anyone of you sad? Let him pray” (v. 13). And the 
Psalmist exclaims, “O taste and see that the Lord is sweet” 
(xxxiii. 9). Christ Himself invites us with the words, “Come 
to Me, all you that labor and are burdened, and I will refresh 
you” (Matt. xi. 28). In prayer it is the Holy Spirit that oper- 
ates in man; the Holy Spirit is a Comforter who brings joy 
and heavenly peace into the human heart. Prayer likewise 
dispels the unrest of mind caused by the cares and trials of 
life. Therefore St. Peter counsels us: “Cast all your care upon 
the Lord” (1-v. 17). 

The Blessed Cure of Ars says: “We never arise from 
prayer without being comforted. Prayer is honey which flows 
into the soul and sweetens everything. Sorrows melt before 
a well-said prayer as snow before the sun.” Again, Prayer 
is a remnant of paradise and a foretaste of heaven; that is, 
whoever prays frequently has a foretaste of the joys of heaven. 
The saints experienced this, and they used every spare moment 
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for prayer. St. James the apostle prayed so frequently kneeling 
in the temple, that, according to the historian Josephus Flavius, 
the skin of his knees had become tough as camel’s skin. 


Turn to God in Need 


We are commanded by God to call upon Him for help in 
time of need: Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will 
deliver thee and thou shalt glorify Me (Ps. xlix. 15). In need 
let us imitate the apostles in the boat during the storm at 
sea; they woke Jesus and cried: “Lord, save us, we perish!” 
(Matt. viii. 25.) 

Countless instances are recorded of miraculous answers 
to prayer addressed to God in need. The famous musical 
composer, Benedetto Marcello, born in Venice in the year 1686, 
loved music and cultivated his talent from earliest youth. He 
was of a gay disposition, and composed both words and music 
of many secular songs, which endeared him to all the people. 
One evening while waiting for some one, he walked back and 
forth along a cemetery wall far out of the city of Venice. 
Accidentally he stepped on a large marble slab which covered 
a deep vault. The slab broke, and the musician fell down. 
To his consternation he found himself among coffins and 
heaps of skeletons. With all his might, Marcello called for 
assistance, — but in vain. The place was far from any human 
habitation, and no one, not even the expected person, 
came near. The jovial young man discovered that he was 
indeed buried alive. Now he had time to reflect on his past 
life and on death. Hour after hour passed, and as human aid 
was not to be expected, the prisoner turned to God and cried 
to him for help. Finally, he made a vow that, if he were de- 
livered, he would in future devote his musical talent only to 
the service of God. Soon after, hearing footsteps approach, 
Marcello again called for help and was rescued. 

The musician arose from this grave to a new life. From 
that day forward his songs and musical compositions no longer 
breathed the spirit of the world; on the contrary, they inspired 
man with devotion and piety. His manner of life, too, was 
completely changed. This shows us the advantage derived 
from a fervent prayer in need. Ina similar way, many a one 
has found his way back to God through suffering and tribu- 
lation. The needy man is like the prodigal son who, when 
pressed by hunger and want, returns to his father’s house. 


7 — 


SS 
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St. Joseph, Protector of the Universal Church 





a ™§ HE veneration which Christians pay to St. Joseph, 
Y Sma Patron of the Universal Church, may best be 
judged by the great number of protectorates he 
has obtained. This shows the pious rivalry with 
which the various avocations place themselves 
under the mighty sway of the gentle saint, and the confidence 
with which they recommend themselves to his intercession 
with God. 

Because the Divine Infant and the Holy Virgin were con- 
fided to his care, Christian families honor him as patron of the 
family; likewise, God’s great family on earth, the Holy Church, 
has chosen St. Joseph as her patron and protector. Go, then, 
with full confidence to St. Joseph, to whom the most precious 
treasures, Jesus and Mary, were entrusted, that by his interces- 
sion he may obtain God’s grace and blessing for the children of 
the Church. 


St. Joseph, Model of Every State 


St. Joseph is honored by children because he is the foster- 
father of the Divine Child; he is the model of youth on account 
of his innocence and chastity; he is the model of married people 
on account of his holy espousals with the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. In the humble carpenter, St. Joseph, so little esteemed 
by the world but so highly privileged by God, the manual 
laboring classes of people are elevated and ennobled. Among 
the laboring classes, the foremost to honor the holy foster-father 
of Christ, are the carpenters and joiners. On their badges, 
their tools are represented in brilliant blue ina field of 
gold; and their banners bear the image of their loved patron 
saint. The servant of God, Anna Catherine Emmerich, tells us 
that, in her visions, she saw St. Joseph making mats of sticks 
which people used in their homes as movable partitions. 

A number of religious congregations for the education of 
children and the care of the sick and aged have been established 
under the name and patronage of St. Joseph; as, for instance, 
the congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph. St. Francis de 
Sales, too, chose St. Joseph as the patron and protector of his 
newly founded Order of the Visitation. In our own times 
St. Joseph is chosen patron of many churches. [If in the first 
centuries his memory was not honored by a special feast, it is 
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due, as the learned Bollandists declare, to the fact, that it was 
customary in the primitive Church to celebrate only the feasts 
of the martyrs. Veneration of St. Joseph dates back to the 
first centuries; even in the catacombs we find his image. 
Many saints were zealous clients of St. Joseph. St. Francis 
de Sales, St. Joseph Calasantius, St. Alphonsus Liguori and 
St. Teresa, all highly venerated the great and glorious St. Joseph. 


Prayer to St. Joseph, Model of Laborers 
[Composed by His Holiness, Pius X, Nov. 23, 1906. ] 

O glorious St. Joseph, model of all who are devoted to labor, obtain 
for me the grace to work in the spirit of penance in expiation of my 
many sins; to work conscientiously by placing love of duty above my 
inclinations; to gratefully and joyously deem it an honor to employ and 
to develop by labor the gifts I have received from God, to work method- 
ically, peacefully, and in moderation and patience, without ever shrinking 
from it through weariness or difficulty to work; above all, with purity of 
intention and unselfishness, having unceasingly before my eyes death 
and the account I have to render of time lost, talents unused, good 
omitted, and vain complacency in success, so baneful to the work of 
God. All for Jesus, all through Mary, all to imitate thee, O Patriarch 
St. Joseph! This shall be my motto for life and eternity. Amen. 

300 days’ indulgence once a month. 


+ + + 
? ? ? 


St. Joseph Protects Missionaries 





"| YOUNG missionary of the diocese of Rodez in 
France, called by Divine Providence through the 
voice of his superior, to the kingdom of Annam in 
Asia, to continue the work of his Divine Master 
by enlightening and saving mankind, writes a 
beautiful letter to a former friend and classmate in Rodez, 
from which we quote the following lines for the edification 
of our readers: — 

“Divine Providence watches over us. A few infrequent 
indispositions are the only price I have had to pay in becoming 
acclimated to this hot country. Probably, next to God, I owe 
my good health to the many outings in fields and mountains. 
To refresh body and mind, I make an excursion through the 
neighborhood at least once a week, sometimes on foot, some- 
times on horseback. 
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“As a native of Rouergue, I love mountains and picturesque 
sceneries. Sometimes the pleasure I feel in climbing the 
mountains of Annam carries me a little too far and exposes 
me to peril; but God always watches over those who, by vow, 
have consecrated themselves to Him. Of this I have had an 
unmistakable proof. 

“On the 3d of December, feast of St. Francis Xavier, the 
patron saint of missionaries, I was somewhat fatigued from 
the labors of the preceding day. For a little diversion I 
proposed to take a walk to the mountains nearby with a 
confrere who has been in charge of a Christian community 
for twelve years. It was about 10 o'clock A.M. Having 
ascended one side of the mountain and arrived at a peak, we 
seated ourselves at the foot of a gigantic cliff. A magnificent 
scene presented itself before us. To the east lay the sea with 
a few skiffs rocking on the waves; to the west, other mountains 
gradually rose up to the very clouds as though they would 
tell us that all should ascend to God. Here we first prayed 
the short hours of the Divine Office, then sang a few national 
hymns. Oh, with what sincerity and fervor I prayed in the 
hour of Sexte those beautiful words of the Psalmist: ‘Tuus 
sum ego, saluum me fac. — It is decreed, my God, Thine I am; 
to Thee I belong; save me.’ We inhaled the fresh sea breeze, 
and our thoughts were seasoned with the most cheerful gaiety. 

“Before making our descent, we agreed to dedicate the 
mountain to the honor of St. Joseph, the special patron of 
our missions, and immediately intoned, as well as we could, 
the hymn: ‘Te Joseph celebrent agmina coelitum! — Thee, O 
Joseph, the hosts of heaven praise!’ 

“When the hymn was ended, my companion pointing to 
the remotest part of the cliff said: ‘Let us see what there is 
still to be discovered.’ I followed, but scarcely had I advanced 
a few paces when my foot struck the skull of a dog. ‘On 
your guard! we whispered to ourselves and continued the 
ascent. My companion, who took the lead, suddenly stopped 
and turned back in terror. Twice he advanced to dispel all 
illusion, should there be such... 

“A tiger lay outstretched in his den; a few shrubs partially 
concealed him from sight, but the footprints in the path and 
his spotted coat left no doubt. Our retreat was made with 
all possible cautiousness... the tiger did not wake up. For at 
least three quarters of an hour my companion and I had stood 








372 TABERNA( LE AND PURGATORY 


at a distance of less than five yards from his resting place. 

“Who but St. Joseph had kept the wild beast in sound 
slumber whilst we talked and sang? Who but good St. Joseph 
had watched over us? We had placed ourselves in imminent 
danger, and our imprudence might have proved fatal, to one 
of us at least; but it was not God’s holy will. His Name be 


praised forever!” 
: $ 


A Chinese Client of St. Joseph 





In China there are Christian families who have been in 
possession of the Catholic Faith for centuries. From these 
truly Christian families proceed men who are a glory to our 
Holy Church. Such a man is Joseph Lopahong, widely known 
as the lay apostle of Shanghai. Missionaries cannot praise 
him highly enough. He is ever ready to help in any need. 
He makes use of his wealth in founding charitable institutions 
of all kinds. His many foundations form a town of mercy of 
which he is the soul; and in it men and women, aged, blind 
and cripples, insane and poor, victims of opium and fallen 
girls receive a home and protection. 

Lopahong is an educated man; he speaks English and 
French, and belongs to the higher class of men in the city. 
(Shanghai numbers over 650,000 inhabitants.) He is a member 
of the city council, of the committee of public safety, manager 
of an electric street car line and of several industrial under- 
takings. His business relations extend even to America, and 
his talent for organizing and managing is universally admired. 

Lopahong interests us especially as a Catholic. What 
distinguishes him most is his fervent devotion to his patron 
St. Joseph in whom he has unbounded confidence, and under 
whose protection he has placed all his undertakings. Every 
morning he serves at Holy Mass and receives Holy Commun- 
ion. His favorite occupation during the day is visiting the sick 
in his institutions and teaching the children catechism. When 
he is in company with officials, learned men or friends in 
business, he knows how to enlist their sympathy for his religion 
without fear or human respect. His example has already 
converted many a pagan. His zeal for souls is boundless. On 
Sundays he goes out in his car to the suburbs of the town, and 
he himself gives religious instruction; to many, he administers 
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the sacrament of baptism. During times of famine or unusual 
distress, he collects personally. At present he is planning to 
build a Sacred Heart church in Hang-Chau. 

Lopahong is not only a leader, he is primarily an exemplary 
father. In the circle of his family, his worthy wife and nine 
children, he is an excellent parent and hospitable host. On 
entering the reception room our look meets a life-sized picture 
of the Sacred Heart. The drawing room is dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin, the dining-room to the foster-father, St. Joseph. 
Each room bears the name of some saint. The family also, 
possess a house or private chapel. Lopahong is a true lay 
apostle who with the missionaries is taking an active part in 
the propagation of the kingdom of Christ in China. The | 
missionaries, by preference, call him the Chinese “St. Vincent 


de Paul.” 
t t t 


A Special Attraction 


The founding of a convent and community is and always has 
been connected with many difficulties. It is almost impossible 
to establish a God-pleasing convent without crosses and sacrifices. 
Experience proves, however, that a new foundation has special 
attraction for courageous souls, for the very reason that, by 
joining such a community there are more sacrifices to be brought, 
that there is more simplicity, more generous offering of self to 
God, than by joining a community already well-established. God 
blesses sacrifices and privations. Peace, joy and contentment 
reign where holy poverty is felt and where childlike obedience 
is cheerfully practiced. 

Recently a convent for School Sisters of the Order of St. 
Francis was founded at Conception, Missouri. These sisters 
have a good spirit and are under the spiritual direction of the 
Benedictine Abbey of Conception, Missouri. Young ladies who 
wish to consecrate themselves to God and devote their life to 
teaching will do well to apply for admission into this little com- 
munity. Since the diocese of St. Joseph has not yet a mother- 
house for school sisters, this new foundation ought to receive a 


warm welcome. For particulars, address: 
Mother M. Pia, O.S.F., Superioress, Conception, Missouri. 





REMARK. — We here wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 














EASTER POST CARDS 


For the very low price of 30 cents per dozen, we offer a variety of artistic 


cards printed on excellent quality paper, which cannot fail to please your friends 
and raise their thoughts to Him whose glorious triumph we commemorate. 
From Michigan: “The cards are truly beautiful and bring such loving and 
holy thoughts to one’s mind.” 
Chicago: “I must say they are the most beautiful cards I have seen. Kindly 
send me another pack.” 


New Jersey: “The cards are beautiful and wonderful for the money.” 
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Thoughts on the Infinite Mercy of God 





7] OD’S mercy is the more glorified, the greater the 
abil | number of sins and the more grievous the guilt 
ive si) which it pardons. The joy over the conversion of 

shee #4) a sinner is so great that, as our Lord revealed to 

a saint, He frequently grants graces to sinners on 
account of their love and contrition which He does not vouch- 
safe to the just. An eye that sheds tears of contrition, lovingly 
wounds the Heart of Jesus and fills It with consolation and 
delight. We see this in our dying Savior. At the third hour 
He hangs on the Cross in an ocean of infinite anguish and 
pain of body and soul. No one alleviates His torments. The 
apostles have fled; no comforting angel appears; His Blessed 
Mother, herself submerged in a sea of sorrow, is mute with 
grief; yes, even the Eternal Father conceals His Face. Still, 
there is one comfort left to the dying Savior: the tearful eye 
of a penitent at the foot of the Cross, and the contrite look 
of a murderer who, but a moment before, was at the brink 
of hell. Forgetful of His own sufferings, He calls out with 
infinite mercy: “Today thou shalt be with Me in paradise.” 

Our Lord once said to St. Mechtilde: “Even though the 
stars, that is, the souls of My elect are sometimes darkened 
by the clouds of sin and the darkness of ignorance, they can 
never be obscured in their firmament, that is, in My Divine 
light. I repeat, although My elect are often enveloped in sin, 
I always look upon them with that love with which I have 
chosen them, and I behold them already in that glory to which 
they shall attain.” To St. Gertrude He said: “When I see 
those in their last struggle who at any time have lovingly 
thought of Me or have ever performed a meritorious work, 
I show Myself to them at their death so gracious, amiable and 
merciful that they sorrowfully repent in the inmost of their 
heart ever to have offended Me. Through such penitence 
they become capable of attaining salvation and cannot be lost.” 

Once when St. Bridget was in ecstasy, Christ said to her: 
“I am supreme love. All that I did from eternity, I have 
done out of love; and all that I now do and shall do in future, 
likewise proceeds and will proceed from My love. My love 
for mankind is as intense and incomprehensible now as it was 
at the time of My Passion when, by My death I redeemed all 
My elect. And if it could be done that I should die as many 
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times as there are souls in hell, 1 would with the greatest will- 
ingness and most perfect love sacrifice My Body and endure 
the same death for each individual soul that I endured for 
all.” Oh, how God loves souls, and with what longing He 
desires that all should attain to the joys of heaven! 

Once when St. Gertrude reflected on the revelations which 
had been vouchsafed to her, she wished to learn which would 
be most profitable for men to know. Jesus graciously respond- 
ed: “Of all the revelations which I have made known to thee, it 
would be most advantageous for mankind to know and bear 
constantly in mind, that I, the Son of the most Blessed Virgin, 
remain ever in the presence of My Heavenly Father to whom 
I offer Myself unceasingly for their salvation. 'Whenever 
through human frailty they sin in their heart, I present My 
most pure Heart to the Eternal Father in atonement; whenever 
they offend Him by their evil deeds, I show Him My trans- 
pierced hands. Thus, in what way soever they sin against 
Him, the wrath of the Eternal Father is appeased by My 
merits, so that they will obtain a ready pardon if they will only 
repent of their sins.” To St. Mechtilde Jesus said: “If a soul 
has committed a fault from human weakness, but soon after, 
trusting in My mercy, returns to Me with a contrite heart, I 
am ready to forgive all guilt upon one single sigh.” 

Some two hundred years ago there lived in Spain a certain 
righteous man, who alas! after years of an honest life, left the 
path of virtue, fell into sin and crime, and, finally, was executed 
on account of his misdeeds. He was, however, sincerely sorry 
for his wickedness and accepted death in a spirit of penance. 
At the same time a holy person was favored with a vision. 
She seemed to see this man in a beautiful silvery white 
garment which was full of rents; all the rents, however, were 
elegantly ornamented with gold and precious stones. The 
silvery white garment signified baptismal innocence; the rents, 
the sins he had committed; the gold and precious stones, the 
priceless fruits of penance. No one should be disheartened 
on account of his sins. Many souls will thereby attain to a 
greater glory than if they had never sinned, for their sins 
offer them occasions for the practice of many and great virtues, 
especially of humility and compunction. 

The love and goodness of God is eminently shown in the 
following incident: One day St. Mechtilde was praying for a 
person who was deeply afflicted because she had shed many 
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useless tears for the space of five years, nor could she control - 
herself to restrain them. Jesus granted the prayer of St. 
Mechtilde in behalf of that person, and added: “Tell her to 
ask My Mercy to transform all those tears in such a way as 
though they had been shed through love and contrition. Let 
her believe in My goodness and I will do to her according to 
her belief.” 

Rightly, then, does St. Margaret Mary declare: Confidence 
is the key to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 


t t 


Efficacy of Almsgiving Offered for the 
Poor Souls 


 T is related of St. Ida, that when her uncle died, God 
@ revealed to her the terrible suffering to which he 
had been condemned in purgatory. Full of sorrow, 
she called his children, her cousins, and asked them 
to give, for his sake, an alms of bread, meat and 
butter to the poor for one whole year. When the year had 
elapsed, God made known to her that a part of her uncle’s 
torment had been taken away, because of the good deed. 
Therefore his children gave the same alms for another year, 
and at its end, St. Ida announced to them that their father 
had been released, but that he was without clothing. The 
clothing which he lacked, it was explained, was the robe of 
eternal glory, which, though he no longer suffered any other 
torment, was still denied him. This deprivation caused him 
great mental suffering. Then the children gave clothing to 
the poor for a year, and behold, it was revealed to their 
saintly relative that their father was now enjoying eternal bliss. 


Debts Must be Paid 


Pope Benedict XIII tells the following: The father of one 
of the members of a preaching order died. He was a well- 
to-do, respected man, but at his death, a bill which he owed 
to a certain blacksmith for shoeing his horses remained un- 
paid. One night he appeared, holding a hammer, pliers, and 
a number of red-hot nails in his hands. “Go,” he said, “and 
tell my wife to pay the blacksmith’s bill, for it is because of 
that, I am suffering in purgatory.” His devoted wife paid the 
bill at once, and also all others which he owed. Her husband 
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then appeared to her, still plunged in an ocean of dreadful 
suffering, and tied from head to foot with a heavy rope. 

“Untie the rope, my dear wife! Release me!” he cried to 
her. She loosed his bonds, whereupon he thanked her, saying 
that because she had paid his debts, he had been released 
from his torments. 

Many departed souls have petitioned those to whom they 
appeared, to give alms in their behalf. A poor soul once 
appeared to St. Margaret of Cortona and said: “Oh, if men 
knew from what torments they deliver the suffering souls 
when they are generous to those in need, and what a treasure 
they thereby lay up for themselves, they would distribute all 
they possess to the poor.” 


The Poor Souls Relieved by Charity 


St. Francis de Sales relates the following incident which 
occurred in the city of Padua, while he was a student there. 
The students of the city were very rude and unbridled, and 
were in the habit of strolling about the streets at night armed, 
challenging every passer-by with the words: “Who are you?” 
If the person or persons did not answer at once, or if their 
reply did not please the miscreants, they were fallen upon and 
beaten, or otherwise injured. It so happened that in one of 
these night escapades, a certain student challenged and shot 
his dearest friend, without, however, knowing his identity. 
Frightened at his deed, he fled to the home of the murdered 
friend’s mother, a widow, and begged her to hide him. Shortly 
after there was a knock at the door, and the carriers arrived 
with the body of her son. After explanations had been made, 
she realized that she was hiding her son’s murderer, but being 
a very devout woman, and moved by the unspeakable sorrow 
evinced by the hapless young man who had perpetrated the 
deed, she not only forgave him, but shielded him from 
punishment. 

Not long after, the deceased son appeared to his mother 
and told her that her magnanimous behavior had pleased God 
to such a degree that he had been thereby released from 
purgatory, where he would otherwise have had to suffer a long 
period of torment. 
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‘“‘Blessed are the Merciful’’ 





HE secret key to God’s mercy is the practice of 
charity toward our neighbor, for the word of 
God remains eternally true: “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” (Matt. v. 7). 
“In what measure you shall mete, it shall be 
measured to you again, and more shall be given 

to you” (Mark iv. 24). Judgment without mercy will be 

pronounced against him who has not been merciful. St. Au- 
gustine says: “Mercy keeps watch at the portals of hell, and 
she will not permit anyone to be cast therein who has prac- 
ticed mercy in life.” Our Divine Savior says in the Gospel: 

“Give alms, and behold, all things are clean unto you” (Luke 

xi. 41). A certain theologian writes: “If there were no 

poor, there would not be so many and grievous sins forgiven. 

The poor are the physicians for the wounds of our souls. We 

can never give them as much as we receive from them, because, 

for the piece of bread we reach out to them, they issue to us 
in return a ticket to heaven.” 
Mercy is one of the most lovable attributes of God. Now, 

if this sublime virtue adorns a soul, God watches over her as a 

mother. The merciful God loves all whom He sees clothed 

with the mantle of mercy; that is, who have performed works 
of charity or mercy during life. In these He recognizes His 
true children for they resemble Him. That is why many great 
sinners die a good death: they have been merciful. A saint de- 
clares: “Never have I seen a merciful person die a wicked death.” 

Prayer has the greatest efficacy with God to obtain 
favors when it is accompanied by works of mercy, says 

St. Leo; and St. Gregory of Nazianzen writes: “The merciful 

have the key to the treasures of God.” How many there are 

who find help in their necessities only after they have performed 
some act of mercy. God assists the merciful in every neces- 
sity. This reward is promised to them by Holy Scripture in 

Isaias: “When thou shalt pour out thy soul to the hungry, and 

shalt satisfy the afflicted soul, then shall thy light rise in 

darkness, and thy darkness shall be as the noon day” (Iviii. 10), 

or in other words: when the merciful man finds himself in need 

and tribulations, so that every ray of light or hope has vanished, 
then he will be visited and comforted by God, and the darkness 
of his tribulations will change into the light of prosperity. 
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Often our sufferings are a punishment from God; but 
almsgiving is one of those works of mercy most adapted to 
render atonement to Divine Justice. Therefore the Holy Ghost 
says: “Water quencheth a flaming fire, and alms resisteth 
sins” (Ecclus. iii. 33). For this reason Holy Scripture recom- 
mends almsgiving most emphatically. 

Among the many poor, the destitute candidates for the 
holy priesthood, especially in Germany and Austria, have a 
special claim to our charity. These future priests will one day 
spend themselves for the salvation of souls in the sacred min- 
istry, and those who have aided them to attain their high and 
holy calling will share in the merit of their apostolic labors. 


Grace at the Last Hour 


We should likewise assist by our alms the impoverished 
convents of Germany and Austria whose inmates live at pres- 
ent in bitterest want. They, too, sacrifice themselves by 
prayer and works of mercy, for the good of souls and the 
welfare of Holy Church. These spouses of Christ suffer dire 
distress and have not even the necessaries of life. 

Recently we heard that a lady of a worldly and sinful 
life, had learned of the extreme need existing in a convent. 
She visited the convent and gave a generous alms whereby 
the convent was relieved of considerable want. 

After a time, this worldly-minded woman became seriously 
ill. Her friends besought her to reconcile herself with God, 
but she persistently refused. “I will have no priest!” she cried, 
“anyone, but not a priest!” Only a few hours remained to her. 
Suddenly, the countenance of the unhappy woman betrayed 
intense horror and terrible, fright. She became more calm and 
pleaded with out-stretched arms: “A priest! quick; a priest!” 

A priest was hastily summoned. With profound contrition, 
the dying woman confessed her sins and became reconciled 
with God. Then she related to the bystanders how the devil 
had appeared to her and had cursed her on account of that 
one act of charity and mercy. “Your soul,” he said, “was 
already in my possession, and never would it have escaped me 
had it not been for the prayers which the nuns offer daily 
for their benefactress.” 

The hour of death awaits each one of us. How happy we 
shall be if we have obtained for ourselves the prayers of holy 
religious! They will serve us well in that momentous hour. 
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Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony 


Continued 


St. Anthony Goes a Second Time to Padua 


EMEMBERING the good will and generosity with 
@ which he had been received in Padua the first 
By time, and also the great profit his sermons had 
eae) effected there, St. Anthony returned to the mon- 
astery of the friars minor in that city. It was 
probably in the autumn of the year 1230. Anthony was then 
about thirty-five years old. His affection for the dear city of 
Padua was returned by the appreciative and thankful people. 
He was received as an angel of peace, and all the inhabitants 
flocked to hear the word of life from the saint’s eloquent lips. 
Anthony made it a special point to destroy the last vestige 
of the heresy of the Patarenes. That sect had once counted 
many adherents in the city of Padua. Not without reason 
was Anthony called the hammer of the heretics. He would 
not desist until the Catholic faith reigned in all hearts. 
Although the saint exercised his zeal and activity chiefly 
in behalf of souls to win them for Christ and heaven, never- 
theless, he also bestowed corporal alms. Through these he 
often found the way to the far more needy soul. Passing over 
in silence the miracles by which he proved a helper to the 
poor, sick and afflicted, we will speak of the many other ways 
in which he alleviated the suffering and oppressed. According 
to the custom of the times, people who could not pay their 
debts, or fulfill the requirements of their creditors, were 
cast into prison. In this confinement they were deprived of 
the opportunity to earn their support, and fell into still greater. 
want and poverty. Anthony had pity on them and succeeded 
in gaining the assent of the city council that thenceforward, 
no debtor who was unable to pay, should be sent to prison. 
This was sanctioned by a formal decree, which clearly states 
that it was effected through the solicitations of Anthony. As 
a perpetual memorial of this legislation, a monument was 
erected in the great city hall, upon which was engraved the 
decree. This act is an honorable testimony to the kindheart- 
edness of the holy man, as well as the veneration and grati- 
. tude of the devoted inhabitants of Padua. 
In the spring of the year 1231, Anthony again preached 
the Lenten sermons in Padua with even greater zeal and 
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eloquence than the first time. The immense throng of eager 
listeners corresponded to the zeal and eloquence of the preach- 
er, and it seemed as though the harvest of the apostolic reaper 
multiplied under his sickle. 

This religious movement was not confined to the city of 
Padua. Anthony’s fame spread to neighboring towns, villages 
and castles. From far and near people hastened in crowds 
to receive a share in the blessings which God distributed so 
lavishly through his servant Anthony. Early in the morning 
people flocked to the place where the sermon was to be given, 
so as to make sure of seeing and hearing the wonder-worker. 
Many left their homes at midnight in order to secure a place 
where they could easily understand the preacher. Even those 
who were accustomed to lose the best part of the day in sleep, 
and who perhaps never saw the sun rise, were up and on 
their way with the earliest. Among the great masses of 
people, none were seen in gorgeous attire; all were dressed 
simply and modestly as it was well known that the saint did 
not approve of outward show, especially during Lent. 

Thus, the time of Lent was transformed into a mission. 
A surprisingly great multitude of men and women, from the 
highest and lowest classes of society, besieged the confessionals. 
The priests, though many, despite their unremitting activity 
from morning till evening, were unable to hear the throngs. 
The penitential preacher himself did not think of sparing 
himself, but likewise went to the confessional, in order to 
promote the apostolic work. Withal, Anthony observed the 
fast most strictly, taking no nourishment until evening, and 
then only so much as was indispensable to sustain the life 
of his emaciated body. 


Favors through St. Anthony 


With heartfelt gratitude a lady from Minneapolis writes: — ‘‘Enclosed 
find check which I promised to St. Anthony for bread for the poor if a nephew 
whom I raised, now a young married man, would be spared through a most 
critical operation. He underwent the operation... and the doctors are 
utterly amazed at his splendid progress. ’”’ 

CANADA:—“Dear Sisters, | am sending you a money order of ... which | 
promised to St. Anthony for poor priests in Germany for Holy Masses for the 
poor souls. My son had throat trouble; two physicians declared he had a goiter 
and would, sooner or later, be obliged to undergo an operation. I made my 
promise to St. Anthony and then three more physicians examined the bey but 
found no symptoms of goiter. So St. Anthony had heard my prayer and my son 
was not operated on. Thanks to God through St. Anthony!” 
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Pennsylvania : — ‘‘Find check enclosed for ... St. Anthony’s Bread for 
the poor in Germany, which we promised if we could sell our property. The 
property has been successfully sold. Many thanks to God for the power He 
has given to good St. Anthony to grant us this special favor.’’ 

A generous sacrifice in honor of St. Anthony, which the Holy Infant 
assuredly did not overlook : San Francisco: — “Please forward the enclosed to 
the Sisters of Germany in charge of children. I had intended to buy an expen- 
sive Christmas present, a doll buggy for my little niece who is also poor, but 
in thinking of those needy Sisters and children, I preferred to give the money 
for their benefit in her name. It meant quite a sacrifice for me.” 


A Contract with St. Anthony 


St. Anthony is the great helper in thousands of temporal 
and spiritual needs. We have hundreds of letters on file telling 
with what astonishing promptness the good Saint comes to 
the aid of those who confidently invoke him. But whoever 
wishes to be helped by him should give alms for bread for the 
poor; much bread, if he has the means. In Central Europe, 
hundreds of thousands of children beg for bread. Thousands 
of nuns suffer utmost want of all the necessaries of life! Thou- 
sands of priests suffer extreme privation in food and clothing, 
and many are unable to buy the little bread and wine required 
for Holy Mass. Try it, dear reader, and you will see miracles, 
provided you fulfil the following conditions : — 

1st Gondition — That you ask nothing of St. Anthony which would 
be opposed to your eternal salvation. 

2nd Zondition — That you give according to your strength and 
means. He who is rich should give plentifully, should give even till it 
hurts, until it is really a sacrifice; as Lazarus, Mary and Martha did. 
They gave liberally, very liberally, and our Lord always accepted their 
alms with pleasure. He never said: ‘‘Dear children, that is too much; 
you must provide also for yourselves, etc.’’ 

Let us take for granted that a wealthy gentleman, advanced in 
years, is concerned about his eternal salvation, or perhaps is suffering 
from a painful malady. He longs for help and alleviation, for comfort 
from above. Suppose this gentleman gives one hundred dollars for St. 
Anthony’s Bread and thinks, ‘‘That is a goodly sum!’’ But listen: This 
gentleman gave too little! He did not give according to his means! He 
could have given a thousand dollars just as well, and still not have felt 
it! He, on his part, wants something very important from St. Anthony, 
therefore he should have given a proportionate alms. St. Anthony is 
very generous and charitable, and expects his clients to be the same. 
He who has much, let him give much; he who has little, let him give of 
the little for St. Anthony’s Bread, and St. Anthony will do his part. We 
must expect this of him with unwavering trust. 

3rd Gondition Confidence. Many do not trust St. Anthony fully. 
They say: ‘‘Let him help first, then I will do something too; but first I 
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must have help.’’ That is not as perfect as to give, and then rely con- 
fidently on St. Anthony. Therefore, be prudent; trust him; help ac- 
cording to your ability to supply these poor sisters and children with 
bread. By this you honor St. Anthony, and St. Anthony will stand 
good for everything. That is his unalterable custom. 


Sad Conditions 


A priest of Eastern Europe begs most earnestly for support, 
especially through Mass stipends. “Here in our vicinity, ’’writes 
a poor priest, ‘“we suffered a total loss of crops last year. It is 
very difficult for the people to support the pastor and assistant. 
The Catholics of this vicinity are so poor that they do not even 
have bread for themselves, much less can they give an offering 
to the church. We are, in fact, so poor that, at Holy Mass we 
burn little lamps with oil instead of candles; and instead of in- 
cense we use dried grass. The priests of this vicinity suffer 
want of the bare necessaries of life. Mass stipends are very 
rare. Rev. Father, oh, do send us Mass stipends! In advance 
I assure you of the grateful thanks of my parishioners as well as 
my own. Your most humble, 

(Rev.) Andreas Schoenenberger 


Reverend and dear Father: Austria, January, 1925 

Your very dear letter with the joyful news and check, was received 
January 17th. God reward you and all the dear benefactors a thousandfold! The 
beautiful heaven will be your recompense. 

Extreme poverty prevails all about us. The harvest was a failure; and when 
there is neither bread nor potatoes, it means famine. We live from one day to the 
next, not knowing today where to get food for tomorrow. Everything was lost 
through the war. Oh, that is so very sad for a superioress! Awful poverty reigns 
everywhere! To make matters worse, our poor convent should pay taxes. O my 
God, where shall we get the money! They want to take from us all we have, al- 
though we are already poor as beggars. Our little cells contain nothing but a 
bedstead with a straw tick, a little stool, and a table of three boards. We fear they 
will take our little church from us. Rev. Father, all this is exceedingly sad. It 
cuts me to the heart to be forced to complain in this way, but I write all this with 
full trust in God who will touch the hearts of men with compassion and give aid to 
His poor children. Weare all deeply grateful to you from our inmost hearts. God 
will help us again through you. Sister M.,.. Superior. 
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A reader from Pittsburgh says: “I consider myself very fortunate to be able to 
’ secure those beautiful, yes, most wonderful books. Every person without fail should 
get them to make sure the salvation of his soul. It’s all in loving God, and these 
tell us how — and all so simple and grand. I want to say that money could not 
buy them, providing there were no way to replace them.” 


From Olivet to Calvary 
Meditations on our Savior’s Passion; prayers. From Dakota: “‘It 
gave me a clearer understanding of the sufferings of our Lord, 
than any prayers or teachings ever did before.” 5 cents each 


Devotion to the Holy Face 
Contains meditations on the Sacred Countenance of our Lord, 
and beautiful prayers. Promises in favor of those who venerate 
the Holy Face. 5 cents each 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 
Its infinite value; how we should offer It to God to obtain graces 
for the living and alleviation for the departed. Prayers. 5 cents 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 


Object and value of these devotions. How to keep them. 
Beautiful prayers and reflections suitable for the Guard of Honor 
and the Holy Hour. 5 cents each. 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
The inexpressible sufferings of the Queen of Martyrs. Promises 
of our Lord to those who venerate the dolors of His Mother. 
Reflections and Prayers. 5 cents each 


Go to Joseph 
Sets forth his dignity, sanctity, power and glory. A man from 
Illinois writes: ““The spiritual information it embodies is truly 
priceless.” 10 cents each 


Devotion to St. Joseph 
A variety of prayers, novenas, etc. A Sister of St. Joseph says: 
“‘We have never seen so complete a collection of prayers to St. 
Joseph; it is an excellent work.” 5 cents each 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 
Brief History; manifestations of ‘“The Holy Christ;” testimonies 
of physicians; marvels witnessed by bishops, priests and pil- 
grims. 10 cents each. 


The Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 
Three different views inexpressibly beautiful and true. Made up 
in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper, with a short history 
of this remarkable Crucifix and edifying reflections on the Passion. 
From Massachusetts: “‘I am charmed with it and can hardly let 
the book out of my hands; it if wonderful.” Newfoundland : 
“The pictures are so very lifelike that one cannot look at them 
and remain unmoved.” 20 cents each. 
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Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


A complete prayer-book for children which pleases, and 
inspires devotion not only in the hearts of the little ones, but it 
even attracts their elders. It is printed in clear, large type 
on best paper. It contains sixteen appropriate pictures and 
two Mass devotions; the first gives a simple, clear explanation 
of each part of Holy Mass, the second is a Communion Mass. 
Besides the usual prayers there are eight Visits to the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. 

A mother writes: ‘‘My little daughter had this book sent to 
her for Christmas by a nun. I have never seen a prayer-book for 
children I admired so much.” 

A nun: “‘Kindly send me five dozen copies; the prayers in them 
are beautiful for Holy Mass and visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament.” 

A priest: “‘Kindly send me a dozen of these excellent books. 
They are very good for any person.” 

A missionary: ‘‘Our Indian children like it very much on ac- 
count of its familiar language and deep, devotional thoughts.” 

Durable cover, 20 cents. Imitation leather cover, 25 cents. 


Hanging Crucifixes — in Real Ebony 
Place one or more of these beautiful crucifixes in your home. 


Oxidized Corpus 8% in. $1.50; To in. $2.50 


3 in. 0.353 4% in. 0.60 
Lf desired, the Crucifix will be enriched with the indulgences of the stations and 


of the dying. . 
St. Benedict Jubilee Medal 


Heavily gold-plated 
Not on chain $0.75 On chain $2.25 


Aluminum scapular medals - - 3 for - 9.25 
Gilt Scapular medals - - - each -'" QS 


Words of Consolation for the Sitk and Afflicted 


(New and enlarged edition) 





Its most consoling and uplifting articles will cheer your sick friends. It con- 
tains Confession, Communion and Mass Devotions, and many beautiful prayers. 
From Kentucky: “It is wonderfully consoling. As I have been an invalid practically 
all my life, it has been a great comfort to me.” From Virginia: “They are cer- 
tainly words of consolation for the sick.” Cleveland: “I hope the poor sufferer 
to whom I wish to give this booklet will receive as much consolation as I did when 
I was ill.” 10 cents each 





From Salt Lake City: ‘‘Kindly send me Back Numbers of Tabernacle and 
Purgatory. I should like to distribute them. Each time I order from your rich 
store of treasures, I always find thing especially suited for me in the few 
sheets from back numbers you use for wrapping. How wonderful is God! How 
His Spirit guides and leads, if we only ask!’’ 

Back numbers mailed on request at 6 cents each or five for 25 cents. 
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